[Adult T-cell leukemia with elevated serum hyaluronic acid levels paralleling disease activity].
We report on two adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) patients whose levels of serum hyaluronic acid (HA) moved in parallel with the clinical activity of their disease. A 66-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of unconsciousness and hypotension. Acute type ATL complicated by hypercalcemia and myelofibrosis was diagnosed. Before therapy, the level of patient's serum HA was 2,045 to 4,010 ng/ml (normal range: 50 >). After he achieved complete remission (CR) through chemotherapy, his serum HA was 36 ng/ml. Several months later, however, his ATL relapsed, and his serum HA increased to 393 ng/ml. The other patient was an 80-year-old man who had been admitted on the suspected diagnosis of ATL. Before chemotherapy, his serum HA was high (3,420 ng/ml). After CHOP therapy, he entered CR and his HA decreased to 122 ng/ml. He remains in CR with slightly elevated levels of HA (127 to 212 ng/ml), and is being followed up on an out-patient basis.